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READING,
LEARNING,
LITERACY

SUPPORTED 
BY AAA.

We join PBS in the goal to make sure every child in our community learns to read.
Equal opportunity starts with reading.

DIVERSITY, EQUITY & INCLUSION

21-RM-0433-A



Read, Write, ROAR! is a new television and online show 
featuring fun and engaging lessons from real Michigan teachers. 

Watching an episode with your child reinforces the skills your child is learning in school, 
and each episode comes with a printable activity to extend learning.

The program is aligned to Michigan teaching standards and uses research-based teaching practices 
shown to help kids become better readers.

HelpYourReader
Grow!

Read, Write, ROAR! helps kids in grades K-3 practice 
reading and writing

WATCH it on broadcast television from your local PBS station,
or find episodes on-demand at MichiganLearning.org

The Michigan Learning Channel is funded through a grant awarded by the Michigan Department of Education and the U.S. Department of Education.
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Your remote control and TV menus may vary, but the steps 
are the same. Your TV will scan for all available channels. 

TV sets connected to cable, satellite or other pay TV 
providers do not need to scan.

How to Scan
1. Press menu on your remote control.
2. Select setup.
3. Choose antenna then channel scan

or auto tune.

Rescan Your TV

MichiganLearning.org 
@MichLearning

The Michigan 
Learning Channel 
is Available On:

WCMU 
Alpena 
Channel 6.4

Cadillac 
Channel 27.4

Manistee 
Channel 21.4

Mt. Pleasant 
Channel 14.4 

WDCQ 
Delta College Public Media 
Channel 19.5

WGVU 
Grand Rapids 
Channel 35.6

Kalamazoo 
Channel 52.6

WKAR 
WKAR Public Media 
Channel 23.5

WNMU 
WNMU-TV 
Channel 13.4

WTVS 
Detroit Public TV 
Channel 56.5

WNIT 
Michiana PBS 
Channel 34.5

Serving Schools Statewide 
Through Your Local PBS Stations

Serving Schools Statewide 
Through Your Local PBS Stations

These materials were developed under a grant awarded by the Michigan Department of Education and the U.S. Department of Education.
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On TV.

Online.

Statewide. 

6:00 a.m.  The Cat in the Hat
6:30 a.m. Ready Jet Go!
7:00 a.m. Peg + Cat
7:30 a.m. Super WHY!
8:00 a.m. Daniel Tiger
8:30 a.m. Daniel Tiger
9:00 a.m. Sesame Street
9:30 a.m. Elinor Wonders 

 Why
10:00 a.m. Clifford (reboot)
10:30 a.m. Dinosaur Train
11:00 a.m. Let’s Go Luna!
11:30 a.m. Curious George

12:00 p.m. Nature Cat
  12:30 p.m. Xavier Riddle
     1:00 p.m. Molly of Denali
     1:30 p.m. Hero Elementary

PBS KIDS 24/7 channel

NOTE: 2 p.m. to 10 p.m.  
 schedule repeats overnight

WEEKDAY LISTINGS  PBS KIDS 
 6:00 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.

6:00 a.m.   Clifford (classic)
6:30 a.m. WordWorld
7:00 a.m. Splash and Bubbles
7:30 a.m. Peep and the Big 

 Wide World
8:00 a.m. Sid the Science Kid
8:30 a.m. Daniel Tiger
9:00 a.m. Donkey Hodie
9:30 a.m. Elinor Wonders 

 Why
10:00 a.m. Sesame Street
10:30 a.m. Super WHY!
11:00 a.m. Clifford (reboot)
11:30 a.m. Pinkalicious 

& Peterrific

12:00 p.m. Dinosaur Train
  12:30 p.m. Let’s Go Luna!
     1:00 p.m. Martha Speaks

WEEKEND LISTINGS  PBS KIDS 
 6:00 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.

2:00 p.m. Cyberchase
     2:30 p.m. Pinkalicious 

& Peterrific
3:00 p.m. Pinkalicious 

& Peterrific
3:30 p.m. Elinor Wonders 

 Why
4:00 p.m. Donkey Hodie

     4:30 p.m. Curious George
     5:00 p.m. Alma’s Way

   5:30 p.m. Xavier Riddle
   6:00 p.m. Molly of Denali

6:30 p.m. Hero Elementary
     7:00 p.m. Wild Kratts 
     7:30 p.m. Wild Kratts
     8:00 p.m. Odd Squad
     8:30 p.m. Odd Squad
    9:00 p.m. Arthur
     9:30 p.m. Arthur

     1:30 p.m. Nature Cat
2:00 p.m. Cyberchase

      2:30 p.m. WordGirl
 3:00 p.m. Hero Elementary

3:30 p.m. Xavier Riddle
      4:00 p.m. Molly of Denali

     4:30 p.m. Arthur
     5:00 p.m. Odd Squad

   5:30 p.m. Wild Kratts
   6:00 p.m. Alma’s Way

6:30 p.m. Curious George
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What word is missing? Fill in 
the blank with one of the 
words from your list.

In the winter, the 
________ days are usually 
in February.

That skyscraper is much 
________ than my house!
On the swings, I always 
go ______ than my best 
friend.

All of the second 
graders ran to see who 
could be the __________ 
to the lunch line.

Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 315

A suffix is a meaningful word part 
used at the end of a word. When 
we compare two things, we add the 
suffix “-er” and when we compare 
three or more things 
we add the suffix -est.

-er means more
-est means most

Write It

Episode 315: Kindness and 
Comparing with Suffixes
Book: Each Kindness by Jacqueline 

Woodson

Phonics Skills

Read the base words. Add the 
suffix -er and -est to make the new 
word. How does the meaning of 
the new word change?

Base              -er                -est
word

cold

tall

quick

high     

Try It

Read or listen to “Each 
Kindness” by Jacqueline 
Woodson. 

How can small acts show 
kindness? Make a list or draw a 
picture of ways to show 
kindness to others.

Read It

ACTIVITY GUIDE
Scan below to 
watch lesson

Michigan Learning Channel 



Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 316

If a word ends in the letter y, you must change the y into an i before adding 
the suffixes -er or -est to the end. These suffixes change the meaning of the 
word.

-er means more -est means most

Turn these words into comparison words by adding -er or -est.

Episode 316: More Comparing with 
Suffixes
Book: Excerpts from Each Kindness 
by Jacqueline Woodson

Read It

An acrostic is a poem of words or 
phrases that describes a topic word. 
Write an acrostic poem by choosing a 
word or phrase about kindness that 
starts with the letters of the word kind.

K-
I-
N-
D-

Write It

Choose one set of words 
above and draw three 
pictures to compare. 

For example, draw three 
creatures that are hairy, 
hairier,  and hairiest! 

Use a separate sheet of 
paper if needed.

Try It

ACTIVITY GUIDE
Scan below to 
watch lesson

Michigan Learning Channel 

base word -er -est

tiny tinier tiniest

noisy

silly

angry

hairy
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Name

Find more games and activities at pbskidsforparents.org 

PBS KIDS and the PBS KIDS Logo are registered trademarks of Public Broadcasting Service. Used with permission. Made available by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, a private corporation funded by the American people.     

Going on a Book-nic

Read Together & Share

   Instructions:
1. Choose a book. Invite someone to read it with you and take turns reading aloud.

2. Talk about the book.
a. Are there things in your home that are also in the book? What are they?
b. Answer the questions below.

What characters  are in the book?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

What was the plot, or the basic sequence of events?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

How did the story end?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________



ACTIVITY GUIDE
Scan below to 
watch lesson

Michigan Learning Channel 

characters - the people or 
animals in the story

setting - where the story takes 
place

plot - the sequence of events 
that make up the story

refugee -someone who is 
forced to leave their country to 
escape war or other danger

empathy - the ability to 
understand and share the 
feelings of another

A prefix is added to the 
beginning, or the front, of a 
word to change the word and its 
meaning.

-dis, -un, and -in mean not or 
opposite of

Words to Know

Fill in the blank with the missing 
word. Use the Word bank to help 
you.

_______________ not happy

_______________ not able to be seen

_______________ not moving around

_______________ not finished

_______________ not normal

Key Words

Read the passage out loud. Then 
answer the questions. Passage taken 
from the book, Lubna and Pebble, by 
Wendy Meddour.

When Lubna opened her eyes, it was 
morning. They had landed in a 
World of Tents. Lubna clutched 
Daddy’s hand and gripped her 
pebble. Somehow, she knew they’d 
keep her safe.

Who are the characters?

What is the setting?

What is the plot of this passage?

Read It

unfinished  unhappy
unusual inactive 

disappear

Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 317

Episode 317: Story Elements and 
Prefixes dis-, un-, in-
Book: Lubna and Pebble by Wendy 
Meddour

Phonics Skills 



ACTIVITY GUIDE
Scan below to 
watch lesson

Michigan Learning Channel 

Opinion - a personal belief 
that isn’t necessarily based on 
fact.

Empathy means the ability to 
understand and share the 
feelings of another. 

A prefix is added to the beginning, 
or the front, of a word to change 
the word and its meaning.

-dis, -un, and -in mean not or 
opposite of

Words to Know

Words are made up of syllables. A syllable is a part of a word with a vowel 
sound.

Clap out the number of syllables in the following words with the prefixes -dis, -
un, and -in. Then read the definition of the word.

Inaccurate

The word inaccurate means not correct.

Disadvantage

A disadvantage is something that causes difficulty.

undone

When something is undone it is unfinished.

Read It

Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 318

Episode 318: Empathy and Prefixes 
dis-, un-, in-
Book: Excerpts from Lubna and 
Pebble by Wendy Meddour

Phonics Skill 



ACTIVITY GUIDE
Scan below to 
watch lesson

Michigan Learning Channel 

Use the frame below to write an opinion piece about 
empathy and kindness. 

Opinion Frame

I believe _____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________

First, _________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________

Also, _________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

In my opinion, _______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________

Write It

Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 318

Episode 318: Empathy and Prefixes 
dis-, un-, in-
Book: Excerpts from Lubna and 
Pebble by Wendy Meddour
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ACTIVITY GUIDE
Scan below to 
watch lesson

Michigan Learning Channel 

characters - the people or 
animals in the story

habitat - the natural home or 
environment of animals and 
plants

A prefix is added to the 
beginning, or the front, of a 
word to change the word and its 
meaning.
-over means too much
-pre means before or in front of

Words to Know

Fill in the blank with the 
missing word. Use the Word 
Bank to help you.

1. Make sure to check the 
cookies in the oven so that 
they do not ___________________.

2. I had to pay when I ordered 
the cake because the baker 
said that special orders must 
be ___________________________.

3. It was almost time for 
dinner, so I used a stove when I 
was ________________________ the 
spaghetti sauce.

4. My mother told me that the 
dishes must be ________________ 
before putting them in the 
dishwasher.

Key Words

Read the passage out loud. 

Pangolins live in Africa and Asia 
and are the only mammals that 
have scales on their skin. They 
only eat ants and termites 
which they catch with their long
tongues.

Pangolins can roll themselves 
into a ball when danger is near. 
The word pangolin means 
“roller.”

Prepaid      Overbake 
Preheating      Precleaned

Phonics

Read It

Pretend to be a 
pangolin. Roll up 
into a tight ball.

Try It

Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 401

Episode 401: Pangolins and Prefixes 
Pre- and Over-
Book: Roly Poly Pangolin by Anna 
Dewdney



ACTIVITY GUIDE
Scan below to 
watch lesson

Michigan Learning Channel 

Table of contents: a list of 
the chapters in a book given at
the front of the book.

A prefix is added to the beginning, 
or the front, of a word to change the 
word and its meaning.
Over- means too much
pre- means before or in front of

Words to Know

Use the table of contents 
below to answer the 
following questions.

1. Which chapter would I 
look in to find out if eagles 
live in the rain forest?

2. Which page number 
would I turn to to find out if 
plants need soil to grow?

3. What would I find if I 
turned to page 4?

Try It

Words are made up of syllables. A 
syllable is a part of a word with a 
vowel sound.

Clap out the number of syllables in 
the following words with the 
prefixes over- and pre-. Then read 
the definition of the word.

Overflow

Overflow happens when something  fills a 
space and spreads beyond its limits.

Overestimate

To overestimate is to guess an amount 
that is too high or a size that is too big.

Preview

When you preview something, you 
view, or look at, it before.

Table of Contents

A  Journey to a Rainforest     4

Animals in the Rainforest   11

Plants in the Rainforest        18

Phonics

Read It

Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 402

Episode 402: The Rainforest and 
Prefixes Pre- and Over-
Book: Let's Visit the Rain Forest (Biome 
Explorers) by Buffy Silverman 
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ACTIVITY GUIDE
Scan below to 
watch lesson

Michigan Learning Channel 

caption - the words near a 
photograph that explain 
what it’s about

A prefix is added to the 
beginning, or the front, of a 
word to change the word and its 
meaning.
-re means back or again

Words to Know

Baby leatherback turtles crawl to the 
sea after they hatch. They must 
move quickly or risk being eaten by 
predators.

Use the caption above  to 
answer the following 
questions. 

1. What do baby 
leatherback turtles do 
after they hatch? 

2. Why do baby 
leatherback turtles  have 
to move quickly after 
they hatch?

Text Feature

Use the context clues to fill in the 
blanks with words from the Word 
Bank.

1. When I don’t understand what I 
just read, I try _____________________ it.

2. I decided to ________________ the 
letter to my friend so it would be
neater.

3. The birthday cake came out of the 
oven burnt so I had to ____________ it.

4. I like to _____________ plastic bags 
from the store as garbage bags so I 
don’t have to buy them.

5. My blanket and pillow fell on the 
floor so I had to ______________ my 
bed.

reuse     rewrite
rereading    remake

Phonics

Read It

Episode 403: The Everglades and 
The Prefix Re- Part 1
Book: Everglades Research Journal 
by Robin Johnson (excerpts)

Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 403



ACTIVITY GUIDE
Scan below to 
watch lesson

Michigan Learning Channel 

Add the prefix -re and the suffix -ing to the base word to create a 
new word. Write the new word in the space provided

Read the sentences out loud. Underline the new words from above.

I will be returning my books after I am finished reading them.

Mother is repainting the fence.

We started rebuilding the tree house after the storm.

Father had a hard time restarting the car.

Write It

Read It

Add the 
prefix -re

Base word
Add the 

suffix -ing
New word

re turn ing returning

paint

build

start

Episode 404: The Everglades and 
The Prefix Re- Part 2
Book: Everglades Research Journal 
by Robin Johnson (excerpts)

Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 404
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ACTIVITY GUIDE
Scan below to 
watch lesson

Michigan Learning Channel 

Add the suffixes -ful, -ly, and -nses to the base word. Write the new 
word in the spaces provided.

Read the sentences out loud. Underline the new words from above.

1.The birds were singing joyfully in the trees.

2. I appreciate your thoughtfulness in baking me cookies.

3. You must be very careful when crossing the street.

4. Jane looked hopefully at the donuts on the plate.

Phonics

Read It

Base word
Add the 

suffix
-ful

Add the 
suffix -ly

Add the 
suffix -ness

joy joyful joyfully joyfulness

hope

thought

care

Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 405

Episode 405: The Deciduous Forest 
and Suffixes Part 1
Book: Let's Visit the Deciduous 
Forest (Biome Explorers) by Jennifer 
Boothroyd



ACTIVITY GUIDE
Scan below to 
watch lesson

Michigan Learning Channel 

When the suffix -ly is added 
to the end of a word, the 
word becomes an adverb.

An adverb describes how 
something is done.

Fill in the blanks with sensory 
words to describe each animal.

Phonics Skill

Write It

narrative writing: a 
type of writing that tells a 
factual or fictional story.

sensory words: descriptive 
words that tell how 
something looks, smells, 
tastes, sounds, or feels. 

Words to Know

Read the passage out loud. 
Underline the words ending 
in -ly. Circle the sensory
words.

The northern goshawk 
is a large gray 
predator bird. It 
mainly eats rodents, 
rabbits, and other 
birds. Its broad, 
rounded wings help it 
fly, glide, and swoop 
down quickly and 
quietly upon its prey.

Read It

animals
sensory 
words

fawn

chipmunk

cardinal

Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 406

Episode 406: The Deciduous Forest 
and Suffixes Part 2
Book: Deciduous Forest Animals by 
Lisa Colozza Cocca



ACTIVITY GUIDE
Scan below to 
watch lesson

Michigan Learning Channel 

Fill in the Narrative Writing Story Frame with sensory words.

On a bright and sunny fall day, I went for a walk in the 

______________, _____________ woods. 
(sensory word)       (sensory word)

First, I saw a ____________, ___________ ____________. 
(sensory word)   (sensory word)       (animal)

_________________________________________.
(sound words)

Then, I saw a ____________, ___________ ____________. 
(sensory word)   (sensory word)       (animal)

_________________________________________.
(sound words)

Last, I saw a ____________, ___________ ____________. 
(sensory word)  (sensory word)       (animal)

_________________________________________.
(sound words)

I waved goodbye to all my new forest friends as the sun set 

between the _______________, _______________ trees.
(sensory word)           (type of tree)

Try It

Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 406

Episode 406: The Deciduous Forest 
and Suffixes Part 2
Book: Deciduous Forest Animals by 
Lisa Colozza Cocca
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ACTIVITY GUIDE
Scan below to 
watch lesson

Michigan Learning Channel 

A contraction is a word made by 
shortening and combining two 
words.

did + not didn’t

could + not couldn’t

should + not shouldn’t

Read the sentences out loud. Take the bolded words and combine them to 
create a contraction. Write the new word on the line.

1. My mom said that I can not go outside until I finish my 
homework.

_can__ + __not___ ____can’t____

2. She did not want to go to sleep.
__________ + ___________ ________________

3. They could not go in the store because she forgot her mask.
____________ + ___________ ________________

4. You should not talk with your mouth full.
____________ + ____________ _________________

5. Do not go to bed without brushing your teeth.
_________ + ____________ _______________

Phonics Skill

Write It

snake      cactus      lizard

Label It

Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 407

Episode 407: The Desert and 
Contractions
Book: Let’s Visit the Desert by Buffy 
Silverman



ACTIVITY GUIDE
Scan below to 
watch lesson

Michigan Learning Channel 

contractions - short words 
made by putting two words 
together. Letters taken out of 
the second word are replaced 
by an apostrophe.

An apostrophe will take the 
place of one or more letters to 
make a contraction.

could have could’ve

A Triple Venn diagram is a diagram 
that shows how the elements of 
three sets are related using 
three overlapping circles.

Use the information 
Above to fill in the 
Triple Venn diagram.

Phonics Skill

Write It

Today we are going to learn 
about 3 types of deserts. The 
hot desert is always warm or 
hot. Foxes, kangaroo rats, 
snakes, lizards, and roadrunners 
live there. The coastal desert
has cool winters and warm 
summers. You can find eagles, 
snakes, penguins, and lizards 
living there. The cold desert has 
long freezing winters. Arctic 
foxes and 46 types of birds, 
including the penguin, live there.

Read It

Types of Deserts

Hot
Coastal

Cold

What hot 
and coastal 
share

What hot 
and cold 
share

What cold 
and coastal 
share

What they all share

Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 408

Episode 408: Types of Deserts and 
Contractions
Book: Biome Beasts Desert Animals by 
Lisa Colozza Cocca
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ACTIVITY GUIDE
Scan below to 
watch lesson

Michigan Learning Channel 

Sort the words in the word box by their silent consonant sounds. 
Write the words under the correct digraph. kn- or wr-

Sort It

Silent consonants do not make 
any sound in saying a word.

In the diagraph kn, the k in 
words like knock is silent.

In the diagraph wr, the w sound 
in words like wrap is silent

Phonics Skill

Draw a picture to match 
the sentence.

The knight knocked on 
the door.

Draw It

wrist knock knight wrong knife wreck knee wrinkle

kn- wr-

Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 409

Episode 409: The Coral Reef and 
Ghost Letters
Book: What Do You Find in a Coral 
Reef? By Megan Kopp



ACTIVITY GUIDE
Scan below to 
watch lesson

Michigan Learning Channel 

Silent consonants do not make 
any sound in saying a word.

In the diagraph gn, the g in 
words like gnat is silent.

In the diagraph mb, the b
sound in words like crumb is 
silent.

Use words from the word box to fill in the blanks in the sentences 
below.

1. The brownies were so good, I didn’t even leave a __________ 
behind.

2. My neighbor’s dog ran to go __________on his bone.

3. I was looking for the _________ so I could fix my hair.

4. The tree was very tall, but all the kids could still _________ it.

5. My neighbors put a ________ on the corner to advertise their 
garage sale.

Phonics Skill

Write It

Draw a picture to go with 
the silly sentence.

The cat combed crumbs 
off the curtains.

Read It

climb sign comb gnaw crumb

Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 410

Episode 410: Estuary Animals and 
Ghost Letters
Book: Estuary Animals Biome Beasts 
by Lisa Colozza Cocca
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Scan below to 
watch lesson
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Draw a line from the animal to its habitat.

Match It

habitat - place where 
plants and animals live

Words to Know

Draw a picture to match 
the sentence.

The frog jumped into 
the pond.

Draw It

Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 411

Episode 411: Segmenting Closed 
Syllables
Book: Where Should Turtle Be?



ACTIVITY GUIDE
Scan below to 
watch lesson
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Read the sentence (the cause). Draw a picture of what you 
think happened after (the effect).

I hit a rock with my bike.

Draw It

Directions: Read why something happened (cause) and write what you 
think happened after (effect).

Cause Effect

I forgot to turn off the faucet in the 
kitchen.

The gate to the fence was open.

My ice cream was on the picnic 
table in the sun.

I forgot to put on sunscreen.

Write It

Read, Write, ROAR!™ 2nd Grade Episode 412

Episode 412: Living Sunlight and 
Segmenting Open Syllables
Book: Living Sunlight: How Plants 
Bring the Earth to Life
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Word Bank:

duck    bird    frog    fish    dragonfly
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