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WATCH on the Michigan Learning Channel 
or stream the channel at MichiganLearning.org

Visit MichiganLearning.org and follow 
@MichLearning on social media to find out more.

Special Thanks to our 
Michigan Learning Channel 

Content partners:

Career Girls

Cartoon Academy

Corporation for Public Broadcasting

The Jim Henson Company

LearningScienceIsFun
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Math Park

Michigan Architectural Foundation

PBS

PBS Kids

SchoolKit

SIS4Teachers

The State of Michigan

Story Pirates

Traverse City Area Public Schools

Traverse City Opera House

University of Michigan

Wimee’s Words

The Donald and Mary Kosch Foundation

Thank You Sponsors!



How to Use This Book
WWee''vvee  ccuurraatteedd  aaccttiivviittiieess  tthhaatt  iinnssppiirree  lleeaarrnniinngg  aallll  ssuummmmeerr  lloonngg..

Fight the summer slide with math and writing refreshers, then explore your world 
with scavenger hunts and science experiments the whole family can try.

Use the guides below to make the most of this summer!

Share Your Thoughts

Extend the 
Learning

Scan the QR codes in this 
book to watch videos with 

extra instructions and 
examples. Find all of our 

summer videos at 
MichiganLearning.org/ 

summer

Use Grade 
Levels

This book spans multiple
grade levels. Choose a
few lessons each week

and try new ones as
needed. Try tougher
lessons later in the

summer or next year.

1
Follow Weekly 

Themes
This book is designed to 

use for 8 weeks of summer. 
We suggest spreading it out
over a few days each week 

and finding a time that 
works for your family.

2 3

And Don't 

Forget!

Scan this QR code to take a short survey
about our Summer of Fun program to let us 

know what you like about our books and
what you'd like to see in the future.

Or VISIT
 MichiganLearning.org/SummerSurvey
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Teamwork makes 
the dream work.
It takes teamwork to help your 
student make progress in school—
especially when it involves special 
education. Michigan Alliance for 
Families and Special Education 
Mediation Services are here to help.

ALL SERVICES ARE FREE.
For help strengthening 
communication, call Special 
Education Mediation Services at 
833-KIDS-1ST or visit mikids1st.org.

For free resources and support, 
call 800-552-4821 or visit 
michiganallianceforfamilies.org.

Michigan Alliance for Families and Special Education Mediation 
Services are Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Grant 
Funded Initiatives through the Michigan Department of Education, 
Office of Special Education.
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On TV. Online. 
Statewide.

Learn more about the Michigan Learning Channel at 
Facebook Live at fb.me/michlearning 
www.michiganlearning.org/summer 

Follow @MichLearning on social media to find out more.

Dates 
and Themes

The summer program runs from
June 19 to August 13, 2023
Each week has a set of lessons, additional programs,
activities, and field trips based on the weekly theme.

Animals (June 19-25) 
Explore the animal kingdom for ferocious fun!

Across America (June 26 - July 2)  
From coast to coast, explore what it means to be American

Sports and Games (July 3-9)  
Get serious about fun pastimes, from soccer to Sodoku.

Engineering (July 10-16) 
Tinker, design, build, rebuild, and find engineering everywhere.

Our Stories (July 17-23) 
From legends to our everyday lives, stories shape who we are.

Great Lakes (July 24-30) 
Dive in and explore the lakes that make Michigan special.

Around the World (July 31 - August 6)  
Experience food, art, music, and cultures from around the globe.

Space (August 7-13)  
Meet astronauts and virtually visit the planets and stars.
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On TV. Online. 
Statewide. Follow @MichLearning on social media to find out more.

The Michigan Learning Channel has Engagement Coordinators across the state 
that serve as your local connection to everything happening at our channel and 
at your local PBS station. 
Scan the QR code or visit MichiganLearning.org/Coordinators 
to learn more about our Engagement Coordinators and see their local event 
schedules by region, or contact them directly using their information below. 

Learn more about the Michigan Learning Channel at 
Facebook Live at fb.me/michlearning 
www.michiganlearning.org/summer 

Local Events

Michigan Learning Channel 
Engagement Coordinators by Region

WNMU 
WNMU-TV 
Channel 13.4 
Emily Roussin 
eroussin@nmu.edu

WCMU 
Alpena 
Channel 6.4 
Renee Mahon 
mahon2rm@cmich.edu

WGVU 
Grand Rapids 
Channel 35.6 
Rachel Cain 
cainra@gvsu.edu

WDCQ 
Delta College Public Media 
Channel 19.5 
Lauren Saj 
laurensaj@delta.edu

WKAR 
WKAR Public Media 
Channel 23.5 
Robin Pizzo 
robin@wkar.org

WTVS 
Detroit Public TV 
Channel 56.5 
Shernita Rodgers 
srodgers@dptv.org
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Where to Find the 
Michigan Learning Channel
Find your favorite shows 
anywhere you go!

From the QR Codes: 
Scan any of the QR codes in this book to see the accompanying video 
right on your device.

On Demand: 
Video lessons and activities at MichiganLearning.org  

Click your grade level for this week’s selected lessons  
Or, use “Find a Lesson” to search by grade, subject, and educational standard 

On the App: 
Find shows on the free PBS app 
The PBS App is available for mobile devices, Roku, Apple TV, and 
on many Smart TVs.

Search for Read Write Roar, Math Mights, Extra Credit, DIY Science Time, 
Wimee’s Words, InPACT at Home, Simple Gift Series, and more great programs.

On the Livestream: 
Watch the 24/7 livestream at MichiganLearning.org/live-tv 

On TV: 
Find us on broadcast television with an antenna  

On TV. Online. 
Statewide.

Learn more about the Michigan Learning Channel at 
Facebook Live at fb.me/michlearning 
www.michiganlearning.org/summer 

Follow @MichLearning on social media to find out more.
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VISIT us online to view all shows, learn about events, 
and download activities!

www.michiganlearning.org
Follow @michlearning to find out more. 

The Michigan Learning Channel is funded through a grant awarded by the Michigan Department of Education and the U.S. Department of Education. 

Serving students statewide through your local PBS station, 
the Michigan Learning Channel has everything kids need to 

build their brains and engage in learning key concepts to 
succeed in school!

Preschool
Read, sing, and play with your little one.
     Wimee’s Words
       Join Wimee, the fun, lovable robot that inspires kids to learn through creativity. 
     Simple Gift Series 
      Make music, find something new, and read with Betty the Bookworm. 
     POP Check     POP Check
      Mindful practice tools to Pause, Own what we are feeling, and Practice relaxing. 

Kindergarten to 3rd Grade
Keep kids learning with fun lessons taught by Michigan teachers. 
     Read, Write, Roar
       Kids build literacy skills with engaging ELA lessons. 
     Math Mights 
       Build number sense and learn strategies for solving math problems.
     InPACT     InPACT
      Get moving with this home-based physical activity program. 

4th to 6th Grade
Short, engaging videos and hands-on lessons keep tweens engaged.
     Extra Credit 
       Creative writing, math, fitness, career exploration, and more!
     Curious Crew
       Dr. Rob Stephensen and inquisitive kids take a hands-on apprach to scientific exploration.
     Story Pirates     Story Pirates
      Bite-sized literary lessons with comedians, authors, and teachers.

Learn Anywhere!
On Air. Online. On Demand.
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weekday 
summer schedule

Pre-K

7am 

11am 

Details at MichiganLearning.org/schedule rev 03/23

Wimee’s Words, Simple Gifts Series, Signing Time, PBS 
Kids Shows

Let’s Learn

4th - 5th 
Grade

10am 

3rd Grade

Lunch Time Block: Live From the Opera House, 
Camp TV, Story Pirates TV,  Math & Movement

8am 

Read, Write, ROAR!, Math Mights and more
9am 

6am 

12:30pm - 
1:30pm 

GRADETIME WHAT’S ON

7th - 12th 
Grade

WATCH on the Michigan Learning Channel.
Episodes are available on-demand or stream the channel at 
MichiganLearning.org/summer

Visit MichiganLearning.org 
and follow @MichLearning 
on social media to find out more.

Kindergarten
1st Grade

2nd Grade

1:30pm -
3pm 

Pre-K Wimee’s Words, Simple Gifts Series, Signing Time, 
PBS Kids Shows

3pm-6pm 4th - 8th 
Grade

Afternoon Block: Make48, Make it Artsy, Extra 
Credit, Into the Outdoors DIY Science Time, Curious 
Crew, Story Pirates TV, SciGirls

Kindergarten 
- 3rd Grade

6pm-7pm Read, Write, ROAR!, Math Mights and more

Local Shows and Quiet Time Block: Live From 
the Opera House, Camp TV, AADL Storytime7pm-8pm 

8pm-9pm 
Road Trip Nation, Great Lakes Now, Destination 
Michigan, Startup, Native Report, National and 
Local PBS Specials

9pm-6am PBS programs related to educational standards
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Access FREE, at-home learning activities, tips, and more on pbskidsforparents.org

 Learn at Home with PBS KIDS

Explore reading, math, science, life lessons, and more on the PBS KIDS 24/7 channel and live stream! 
The TV schedule below offers you and your child a chance to learn anytime alongside your friends from PBS KIDS.

PBS KIDS and the PBS KIDS logo are registered trademarks of Public Broadcasting Service. Used with permission.

TIME (M-F) SHOW
6/5c am

6:30/5:30c am

8:30/7:30c am

7/6c am

9/8c am

7:30/6:30c am

8/7c am

9:30/8:30c am

10:30/9:30c am

11/10c am

12:30 pm/11:30c am

1/12c pm

11:30/10:30c am

1:30/12:30c pm

2/1c pm

4/3c pm

2:30/1:30c pm

4:30/3:30c pm

3/2c pm

3:30/2:30c pm

5/4c pm

6/5c pm

6:30/5:30c pm

10/9c am

12 pm/11c am

5:30/4:30c pm

Clifford the Big Red Dog

Elinor Wonders Why

Dinosaur Train
Pinkalicious & Peterrific

Pinkalicious & Peterrific
Sesame Street

Sesame Street

Work It Out Wombats!

Rosie’s Rules
Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood

Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood

Curious George

Curious George

Donkey Hodie

Work It Out Wombats!

Rosie’s Rules

Alma’s Way
Alma’s Way

Donkey Hodie

Nature Cat

Nature Cat
Arthur

Arthur

Odd Squad

Wild Kratts

Wild Kratts

rev 4/23
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Free learning games
with your favorite 
PBS KIDS characters 
anytime, anywhere! 

Thousands of free videos 
from PBS KIDS, the #1 
educational media brand 
for kids.

GRADES PK-2MULTIPLE LEARNING GOALS

K-2Molly of Denali Literacy

1-2PBS KIDS ScratchJr Critical Thinking & Coding

PK-KPBS Parents Play & Learn Literacy & Math

K-2Ready Jet Go! Space Explorer Science

K-2Photo Stuff with Ruff Science 

K-2Nature Cat's Great Outdoors Science

K-2Ready Jet Go! Space Scouts Science & Engineering

K-2Jet's Bot Builder Science & Engineering

PK-KDaniel Tiger for Parents  (           ) Emotions, Self-Awareness & Relationships

PK-KPlay and Learn Science  (           ) Science

PK-KThe Cat in the Hat Builds That! Science & Engineering

PK-KPlay and Learn Engineering (           ) Science & Engineering

PK-KThe Cat in the Hat Invents Science & Engineering

  App                                                                                    Grade    Learning Goals

App Learning Goals

FREE APPS
at pbskids.org/apps

PBS KIDS and the PBS KIDS Logo are trademarks owned by Public Broadcasting Service. Used with permission.

for parents 
& caregivers

for parents 
& caregivers

for parents 
& caregivers
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Watch 
Curious 
About 

Careers
60 mins. of 

activity
Read for 20 

minutes

Make a bird 
feeder

Watch DIY 
Science 

Time

Read for 20 
minutes

Watch Story 
Pirates Look for 

birds

Try “Envi-
ronmental

Science 
Issues”

60 mins. of 
activity

60 mins. of 
activity

Watch Math 
Park HAVE FUN!

(Free Space)

Go for a 
walk or hike Read for 20 

minutes

Watch 
Cartoon 
Academy Spot a 

squirrel

Go for a 
walk or hike

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home

Research a 
featured 
career

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Read for 20 
minutes

Watch Live 
From the 

Opera 
House

60 mins. of 
activity

Write a 
story about 
an animal

Week 1: Animals June 19-25

Explore the animal kingdom for ferocious fun! Our featured careers this 
week are biologist, zookeeper, and veterinarian. Scan the QR code or
visit MichiganLearning.org/Summer/Animals to explore all of our videos     
this week.

Use the sheet below to mark off this week’s activities
as you complete them. See if you can get a BINGO! 
Some of them are in this book, and some ask you to 
use your imagination or go outside.



 Summer Fun Activity Book  | Upper Elementary  | Michigan Learning Channel |1110 

1. Select a bird feeder base: Pinecones are a
popular foundation for a bird feeder, but you may
also use an empty paper towel roll or a stale piece
of bread.

2. String it up: Run a wire, dental floss
or cotton string through your bird feeder.
Secure the two ends together to make a loop.

3. Make it sticky: Coat the base with peanut butter.
If you know someone who has peanut allergies, use
honey instead.

4. Add some goodies: Roll the feeder in raisins,
cranberries, unsalted and unbuttered popcorn,
sunflower seeds, shelled plain peanuts or
mixed birdseed.

5. Hang it up: Place your bird
feeder on a hook or on a tree branch
outside your window. Discover which
birds are popular in your neighborhood,
research what they like to eat, and make
a bird feeder for them.

6. Keep a wildlife journal: Record what
kind of birds and other animals come to visit
your feeder!

What to Do:
• Pinecone, paper

towel holder or piece
of bread

• Peanut butter
or honey

• Your choice of the
following:

Raisins
Cranberries
Plain popped popcorn
Sunflower seeds 
Shelled plain peanuts 
Mixed birdseed

• Safety scissors

• Wire, dental floss or
cotton string

What You Need:

PBS KIDS and the PBS KIDS Logo are registered trademarks of Public Broadcasting Service. Used with permission. PBS KIDS and the PBS KIDS Logo are registered trademarks of Public 
Broadcasting Service. Used with permission. Major funding for the series is provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) and the Van Eekeren Family, founders of Land O’Frost. 
Additional funding: The Hamill Family Foundation, The Segal Family Foundation, The Arthur Vining Davis Foundations, Polk Bros. Foundation, Sage Foundation, Philip F. Schoch Charitable Trust. 

NATURE CAT and associated characters, trademarks and design elements are owned by Spiffy Entertainment, LLC © 2020 Spiffy Entertainment, LLC, All rights reserved.

Find more games and activities at pbskids.org/naturecat

Make a Bird Feeder
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Environmental Science Issues
The video “Environmental Science Issues” discusses the importance of our environment 
and the steps that we can take to help protect it. Taking care of the environment is 
everyone’s responsibility. 

Try This!
Use the space below to draw your favorite environment. It might be a beautiful beach, a 
tranquil park, a wild forest, or anywhere that you would love to be. Then answer the questions 
that follow.

Career Girls Fun Page Activity Environment Science Issues Video

  

Copyright © 2020 Career Girls

What makes this your favorite environment? 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

What threats does your favorite environment face? For example, what might happen if 
someone came and cut down the trees or dumped trash on the beach?
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

What could you do to help protect your favorite environment?
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

My Favorite Environment
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Character Traits

Who is your character? Choose a character trait to describe them.o 
There are some suggestions below!

SHOW the character trait to the reader! Write about what the character is 
DOING because of that trait.

Other words for "kind" 
considerate 
generous 
helpful 
thoughtful 

Other words for "funny" 
amusing 
comical 
hilarious 
silly 

Other words for "lazy" 
lackadaisical 
lethargic 
passive 
weary 

Other words for "energetic" 
exuberant 
lively 
spirited 
vivacious 

Other words for "wise" 
knowledgable 
perceptive 
prudent 
shrewd 

Other words for "friendly" 
affable 
amiable 
gregarious 
welcoming 

Other words for "unfriendly" 
antisocial 
disagreeable 
hostile 
rude

Other words for "hard-
working" 
diligent 
industrious 
persevering
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Great Community, Great Schools

Traverse City Area Public Schools

• Cardboard• Cardboard
• Paint Stirrers• Paint Stirrers
• Popsicle Sticks• Popsicle Sticks
• Rubber Bands• Rubber Bands

• Tape/String/Glue• Tape/String/Glue
• Ruler• Ruler
• Wax Paper/Aluminum Foil• Wax Paper/Aluminum Foil

Create a better way to combine Create a better way to combine 
and carry multiple drinks and carry multiple drinks 

(rather than a plastic 6-pack ring).(rather than a plastic 6-pack ring).

What is the problem?
?

ASKASK

IMAGINEIMAGINE

PLANPLAN

Brainstorm possible solutions.

Pick an idea and plan out how 
you are going to do it.

Build it!

What worked?  What didn’t? 
How can you make it better? 

Share your idea!

CREATECREATE

IMPROVEIMPROVE

SHARESHARE

What other materials 

What other materials 

could you find and use?

could you find and use?
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Watch Story 
Pirates 60 mins. of 

activity
Read for 20 

minutes

Research a 
featured 
career

Guess the 
age of a 
building

Read for 20 
minutes

Research 
the Native 
Americans 
of Michigan

Learn about 
a family 

member’s 
job

Watch DIY 
Science 

Time 60 mins. of 
activity

60 mins. of 
activity

Draw a local 
landmark HAVE FUN!

(Free Space)
Go 

swimming
Read for 20 

minutes

Watch 
Curious 
About 

Careers
Do a good 

deed

Find all the 
states that 

border 
Michigan

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home

Name 3 
states that 
start with 

the letter M

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Read for 20 
minutes

Go for a 
walk or hike 60 mins. of 

activity

Spot a fire 
truck

Week 2: Across America June 26 – July 2

From coast to coast, explore what it means to be American. Our 
featured careers this week are reporter, architect, and paramedic. Scan 
the QR code or visit MichiganLearning.org/Summer/America to explore 
all of our videos this week.

Use the sheet below to mark off this week’s activities
as you complete them. See if you can get a BINGO! 
Some of them are in this book, and some ask you to 
use your imagination or go outside.
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Emotion
What emotion would you like to "Show, Not Tell"? Pick one from the examples below, or just  
choose your own! If you're not sure what some of the words mean, look at the picture of the face  
for a clue.

What emotion are they 
feeling?

Who is your character? SHOW the emotion to the reader. What does the character SAY 
because they feel that way?
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Great Community, Great Schools

Traverse City Area Public Schools

Small Paper Lunch SackSmall Paper Lunch Sack
Large Paper Grocery BagLarge Paper Grocery Bag

The Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa 
and Chippewa Indians is one of the 12 
federally recognized tribes in Michigan. 

Make a Bandolier BagMake a Bandolier Bag
A bandolier bag or gashkibidaagan is a beaded shoulder bag 

with a wide strap often ornately decorated with beadwork 
made by the Ojibwe women.  Traditionally, these bags feature 

designs based on nature.

Markers/CrayonsMarkers/Crayons
GlueGlue
Beads (Optional)Beads (Optional)

?
Did You
Did You

KNOW
KNOW • According to Cindy Winslow, the TCAPS Indigenous

Education Cultural Program Director:

• We are made up of the three fires - Odawa, Ojibway, and
Potawatomi.

• We are woodland Natives. 

• We speak Anishinaabemowin.

• We have powwows, which are a gathering of families for
celebration. 

• Regalia is what a dancer wears during traditional dances, 
like at a powwow. Regalia is not a costume. Regalia
pieces have meaning. 

• We are guided by the grandfather teachings of honesty, 
bravery, wisdom, humility, respect, love, and truth. 

• We are hunters and gatherers.

Where do 
you live? 

Hint: 
https://native-land.ca 
is a great resource

“I live on the land of the

tribal nation.”

What other materials 

What other materials 
could you find and use?

could you find and use?
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Try an 
InPACT

Activity Card 60 mins. of 
activity

Read for 20 
minutes

Watch Math 
Park

Watch 
Curious 
About 

Careers

Read for 20 
minutes

Watch DIY 
Science 

Time

Research a 
featured 
career

Design a 
new board 

game 60 mins. of 
activity

60 mins. of 
activity

Help an 
adult make 
a healthy 

dinner
HAVE FUN!

(Free Space)

Make up a 
new sport 
or game Read for 20 

minutes

Practice 
portioning 

with 
Cyberchase

Watch Story 
Pirates

Try an 
InPACT

Activity Card

Learn about 
a famous 

athlete 

Watch Live 
From the 

Opera 
House

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Read for 20 
minutes

Make an 
obstacle 
course 60 mins. of 

activity

Try a new 
food

Week 3: Sports and Games    July 3-9

Get serious about fun pastimes from soccer to Sudoku. Our featured 
careers this week are dancer, athletic trainer, and musician. Scan the 
QR code or visit MichiganLearning.org/Summer/Sports to explore all
of our videos this week.

Use the sheet below to mark off this week’s activities 
as you complete them. See if you can get a BINGO! 
Some of them are in this book, and some ask you to 
use your imagination or go outside.
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Hero’s name

Draw and label your hero!

CREATE YOUR HERO
Time  

to Draw!

PAGE 3
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Activity Cards
Cut out the cards. When 
you’re feeling antsy, try 
following the directions 
for one of the exercises! 

Blast-Off Lunges

Cereal Bowl

Lay Down Hip 
Stretch

Tap Backs Ski Jumps

Side Leg Lifts

Cloud WatchingAligator Breath
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This page was left blank to cut out the 
activity on the other side.
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M A T H
P A R K

Fractions of a Set
Directions: Scan the QR code to watch the video, and then write 
the fraction you see in the picture. 

Michigan Learning Channel Math Park Episode 304
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Great Community, Great Schools

Traverse City Area Public Schools

• Cardboard• Cardboard
• Paint Stirrers• Paint Stirrers
• Drinking Straws• Drinking Straws
• Tree Bark• Tree Bark

• Tennis Balls• Tennis Balls
• Styrofoam• Styrofoam
• Balloons• Balloons
• Plastic Shopping Bags• Plastic Shopping Bags
• Popsicle Sticks• Popsicle Sticks

• Rubber Bands• Rubber Bands
• Tape/String/Glue• Tape/String/Glue
• Ruler• Ruler
• Wax Paper• Wax Paper
• Aluminum Foil• Aluminum Foil

What other materials 

What other materials 

could you find and use?

could you find and use?

Create a better sneaker.Create a better sneaker.

What is the problem?
?

ASKASK

IMAGINEIMAGINE

PLANPLAN

Brainstorm possible solutions.

Pick an idea and plan out how 
you are going to do it.

Build it!

What worked?  What didn’t? 
How can you make it better? 

Share your idea!

CREATECREATE

IMPROVEIMPROVE

SHARESHARE
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Watch DIY 
Science 

Time 60 mins. of 
activity

Read for 20 
minutes

Watch 
ArchiTREKS

Try the 
Daring 
Design 

Challenge

Read for 20 
minutes

Find a green 
building 
outside

Watch 
Career Girls

Ask a family 
member 

about their 
job

60 mins. of 
activity

60 mins. of 
activity

Watch Story 
Pirates HAVE FUN!

(Free Space)

Design a 
robot Read for 20 

minutes

Research a 
featured 
career

Redesign 
something 

in your 
house

List things 
that use 

electricity

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home

Design an 
invention

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Read for 20 
minutes

Watch Math 
Park 60 mins. of 

activity

Find a tall 
building in 

your 
neighbor-

hood

Week 4: Engineering  July 10-16

Tinker, design, build, rebuild, and find engineering everywhere.
Our featured careers this week are engineers from all kinds of 
specializations, auto design director, and software developer. Scan
the QR code or visit MichiganLearning.org/Summer/Engineering to 
explore all of our videos this week.

Use the sheet below to mark off this week’s activities 
as you complete them. See if you can get a BINGO! 
Some of them are in this book, and some ask you to 
use your imagination or go outside.
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Michigan Learning Channel

M A T H
P A R K
Equivalent Fractions

Directions: Scan the QR code to watch the video, and then circle 
the symbol that goes between them. 

Math Park Episode 305
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What are some words to describe your hero?

What is your hero’s WEAKNESS, or what is your hero AFRAID of?

What is your hero really GOOD at, or what is your hero’s TALENT?

What does your hero like to do on a NORMAL DAY, when they don’t have a big problem to solve?

DESCRIBE YOUR HERO

PAGE 4
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This page was left blank to cut out the 
activity on the other side.
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This page was left blank to cut out the 
activity on the other side.
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Learn about 
a family 

member’s 
job

60 mins. of 
activity

Read for 20 
minutes

Read a 
story from a 

different 
country

Try “Going 
on a Book-

nic”

Read for 20 
minutes

Research a 
featured 
career

Watch 
Cartoon 
Academy

Draw a 
family 

portrait 60 mins. of 
activity

60 mins. of 
activity

Fill out the 
Career Girls 

Comic HAVE FUN!
(Free Space)

Watch Story 
Pirates Read for 20 

minutes

Watch Live 
From the 

Opera 
House

Write an 
original 

story

Watch DIY 
Science 

Time

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home

Make a 
family 
recipe

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Read for 20 
minutes

Draw a 
comic strip 60 mins. of 

activity

Watch Math 
Park

Week 5: Our Stories                 July 17-23

From legends to our everyday lives, stories shape who we are. Our 
featured careers this week are writer, archaeologist, and teacher. Scan 
the QR code or visit MichiganLearning.org/Summer/Stories to explore 
all of our videos this week.

Use the sheet below to mark off this week’s activities 
as you complete them. See if you can get a BINGO! 
Some of them are in this book, and some ask you to 
use your imagination or go outside.
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M A T H
P A R K

Adding & Subtracting Fractions
Directions: Scan the QR code to watch the video, and then add 
and subtract the fractions. 

Michigan Learning Channel Math Park Episode 306
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What is the COMMUNITY where your story takes place? A city? A town? An underground snow 
fortress? Use your imagination, then draw and label a picture or map!

What is the HERO SIZED PROBLEM in the community?

THE HERO SIZED PROBLEM
Every story involves some sort of problem, but in a hero story that problem is SO HUGE that a whole 
community is in danger, and a hero needs to save the day! For more ideas  on how to create a Hero 
Sized Problem, check out our Hero Stories videos at  storypirates.com/storypiratesuniversity.

Time  
to Draw!

PAGE 5
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CREATIVE SOLUTIONS
The Hero Sized Problems of today can’t be solved just by punching, kicking, and blowing things up. 
Heroes need to be able to use their imaginations, and come up with creative ways to solve problems that 
nobody has ever thought of before. For more ideas on how to invent some creative solutions, and then have 
your hero try, fail, and try again, check out our Hero Stories videos at storypirates.com/
storypiratesuniversity.

The FIRST solution the hero tried:

The NEXT thing the hero tried:

The solution that FINALLY worked:

Unfortunately (what went wrong?):

Unfortunately (what went wrong?):

It worked because:

PAGE 6
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Great Community, Great Schools

Traverse City Area Public Schools

Notebook Paper or Notebook Paper or 
Scrap PaperScrap Paper

Pencil or PenPencil or Pen

Grocery BagGrocery Bag

Watercolor Paints Watercolor Paints 
(optional)(optional)

MarkersMarkers

Scissors Scissors (regular or (regular or 
decorative edge)decorative edge)

Large Paper Large Paper 

I am  _______________________________

I wonder  ___________________________

I hear  ______________________________

I see  _______________________________

I want  ______________________________

I feel  ______________________________

I worry  ____________________________

I dream   ___________________________

I try  _______________________________

I hope  _____________________________

I am ________________(repeat the first line)

Poetry brings people together. Poetry brings people together. 
It is a great way for you to share your thoughts and It is a great way for you to share your thoughts and 
feelings about big ideas. Poetry helps us see the feelings about big ideas. Poetry helps us see the 

beauty in ourselves and others as we work with the beauty in ourselves and others as we work with the 
beauty of words.beauty of words.

THE POETRY

THE POETRY

CHALLENGE

CHALLENGE

What other materials 

What other materials 
could you find and use?

could you find and use?
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Go fishing
60 mins. of 

activity
Read for 20 

minutes
Watch the 

sunset

Make a 
pond viewer

Read for 20 
minutes

Watch Story 
Pirates

Name all 5 
Great Lakes

Design a 
boat or ship 60 mins. of 

activity

60 mins. of 
activity

Draw an 
underwater 

world HAVE FUN!
(Free Space)

Watch 
BeLEAF It or 

Not Read for 20 
minutes

Watch 
Curious 
About 

Careers
Go 

swimming

List careers 
that work in 

or near 
water

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Play in the 
rain

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Read for 20 
minutes

Watch the 
sunrise

60 mins. of 
activity

Watch Live 
From the 

Opera 
House

Week 6: Great Lakes                July 24-30

Dive in and explore the lakes that make Michigan special. Our featured 
careers this week are meteorologist, oceanographer, and water 
chemist. Scan the QR code or visit MichiganLearning.org/Summer/Lakes 
to explore all of our videos this week.

Use the sheet below to mark off this week’s activities 
as you complete them. See if you can get a BINGO! 
Some of them are in this book, and some ask you to 
use your imagination or go outside.
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Underwater World
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DIALOGUE PRACTICE

You can also draw your hero in an exciting scene, and add a speech bubble for what they’re saying.

A hero story needs lots of interesting dialogue. You want the reader to be able to hear it when your 
hero gives an inspiring speech, or whispers a secret plan, or makes a cool snappy comment. Practice 
writing some dialogue for your hero that you might put into a story later! For more ideas and 
information, watch our Hero Stories videos at storypirates.com/storypiratesuniversity.

Write some dialogue here. Use quotation marks, and check out the next page for some words you could use 
instead of “said”.

PAGE 7
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Great Community, Great Schools

Traverse City Area Public Schools

• Cardboard• Cardboard
• Paint Stirrers• Paint Stirrers
• Paper/Newspapers• Paper/Newspapers
• Drinking Straws• Drinking Straws

• Tree Bark• Tree Bark
• Tennis Balls• Tennis Balls
• Styrofoam• Styrofoam
• Balloons• Balloons
• Plastic Shopping Bags• Plastic Shopping Bags

• Popsicle Sticks• Popsicle Sticks
• Rubber Bands• Rubber Bands
• Tape/String/Glue• Tape/String/Glue
• Ruler• Ruler
• Wax Paper/Aluminum Foil• Wax Paper/Aluminum Foil

Build a boat that can Build a boat that can 
float for 3 minutes.float for 3 minutes.

What is the problem?
?

ASKASK

IMAGINEIMAGINE

PLANPLAN

Brainstorm possible solutions.

Pick an idea and plan out how 
you are going to do it.

Build it!

What worked?  What didn’t? 
How can you make it better? 

Share your idea!

CREATECREATE

IMPROVEIMPROVE

SHARESHARE

What other materials 

What other materials 

could you find and use?

could you find and use?
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Make paper 
airplanes 

with Ready 
Jet Go

60 mins. of 
activity

Read for 20 
minutes

Write a 
story about 

traveling

Learn to say 
hello in 
another 

language

Read for 20 
minutes

Write your 
hero story 
with Story 

Pirates

Design your 
own flag

Learn about 
a family 

member’s 
job

60 mins. of 
activity

60 mins. of 
activity

Watch Math 
Park HAVE FUN!

(Free Space)

Watch DIY 
Science 

Time Read for 20 
minutes

Watch Live 
From the 

Opera 
House

Learn about 
a place 

you’d like to 
visit

Watch 
Cartoon 
Academy

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home

Watch 
Virtual 

Vitamin Z

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Read for 20 
minutes

Make 
Density Art 60 mins. of 

activity

Create a 
musical 

instrument

Week 7: Around the World
July 31 – August 6

Experience food, art, music, and cultures from around the globe. Our 
featured careers this week are chef, airplane pilot, and cybersecurity 
expert. Scan the QR code or visit MichiganLearning.org/Summer/World 
to explore all of our videos this week.

Use the sheet below to mark off this week’s activities 
as you complete them. See if you can get a BINGO! 
Some of them are in this book, and some ask you to 
use your imagination or go outside.
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Density Art

2. You’ll need:  
 a. This printout
 b. Plain printer paper or canvas paper
 c. Food coloring
 d. Vegatable Oil
 e. Pipette or straw
 f.  Pan  

Sc
an

ni
ng

 th
is

helps you

Discussion Questions:
Does the type of paper impact the art?     

How can you manipulate the colors to make more colors than you originally had in the food coloring box?

What if you added something like glitter to the oil and water mixture?

Fun Fact: 
Symmetry is used in photography to create beautiful images.  Butterflies have a line of symmetry 
down the center of their bodies.

1. Scan the QR code on this sheet to watch the video and follow along with Mister C.
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WRITE YOUR STORY!

PAGE 9

Write a title in the box below, then use the characters, emotions, and 
dialogue from earlier in this book to create a story! 
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Great Community, Great Schools

Traverse City Area Public Schools

• Paper/Newspaper •• Paper/Newspaper •

• Ruler • • Ruler • 

• Scissors •• Scissors •

What else can you make with origami?What else can you make with origami?
It can be a design that you know, or you It can be a design that you know, or you 

can create your own design.can create your own design.

What is the problem?
?

ASKASK

IMAGINEIMAGINE

PLANPLAN

Brainstorm possible solutions.

Pick an idea and plan out how 
you are going to do it.

Build it!

What worked?  What didn’t? 
How can you make it better? 

Share your idea!

CREATECREATE

IMPROVEIMPROVE

SHARESHARE

What other materials 

What other materials 

could you find and use?

could you find and use?
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Stargaze
60 mins. of 

activity
Read for 20 

minutes

Draw a 
space 

creature 

Watch 
Career Girls

Read for 20 
minutes

Try the Odd 
Squad 
Robot 
Coder 

Create your 
own 

constella-
tion

Research a 
featured 
career 60 mins. of 

activity

60 mins. of 
activity

Draw your 
hero story 
with Story 

Pirates
HAVE FUN!

(Free Space)

Look at the 
clouds Read for 20 

minutes

Name all 
the planets 
in the solar 

system

Watch NASA 
at Home

Watch Live 
From the 

Opera 
House

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home

Visit a new 
place

Watch 
InPACT at 

Home Read for 20 
minutes

Design a 
rocket ship 60 mins. of 

activity Stargaze

Week 8: Space                      August 7-13

Meet astronauts and virtually visit the planets and stars. Our featured 
careers this week are astronaut, astronomer, and computer scientist. 
Scan the QR code or visit MichiganLearning.org/Summer/Space to 
explore all of our videos this week.

Use the sheet below to mark off this week’s activities 
as you complete them. See if you can get a BINGO! 
Some of them are in this book, and some ask you to 
use your imagination or go outside.
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Time  
to Draw!

PAGE 11

DRAW YOUR STORY!
Use the story you wrote earl ier in this book to draw a comic! 
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DRAW YOUR STORY!

PAGE 12
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What is Meet Up and Eat Up?
Meet Up and Eat Up provides FREE nutritious meals for 

children and teens 18 years and younger.

How do I sign up?
No application or sign-up needed, just come and join us!

Where is it?
To find a location near you

Visit: www.michigan.gov/meetupeatup
Call: 211

Text: Food to 304 -304
Mande por texto “Comida” al 304 -304



tweens upper
ELEMENTARY
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ELEMENTARY
The contents of this book were developed under a grant from the U.S. Department of Education. However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department 
of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. The project is funded by a Ready To Learn grant (PR/Award No. S295A200004, CFDA No. 84.295A) 
provided by the Department of Education to the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.

On TV. Online. Statewide.

WATCH on the new Michigan Learning Channel 
or stream the channel at MichiganLearning.org

Visit MichiganLearning.org and follow 
@MichLearning on social media to find out more.
Visit MichiganLearning.org and follow 
@MichLearning on social media to find out more.

Thank You Sponsors!

The Donald and Mary Kosch Foundation
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